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In 1874, the Denton Fire Department began
in the back of the Minor’s Blacksmith shop on North
Locust Street, a block north of the square. Armed with
only a collection of 3 gallon buckets, the handful of
volunteers struggled to remain organized and had
little training, few drills, and few meetings. In 1876,
firefighter and local blacksmith W.J. Lacy built a handdrawn hook and ladder wagon to carry the firefighting
equipment, which consisted of ladders, axes, lanterns,
and other assorted tools. In 1878, a hand pump was
acquired to increase firefighting capabilities.
With the election of William J Austin as the
first chief in 1880, and the efforts of firefighters H.
Dawson, A.W. Massey, R.C. Scripture, and W. J. Lacy,
the Department reorganized with a new vigor. The
Department drafted its own rules and regulations, held
regular meetings and drills, and was self-supported by
funds from monthly dues and fines (for activities like
missing a fire, being absent for a drill, or swearing). The
money was kept by the treasurer and used to purchase
new rubber boots, coats, or other necessary equipment.

In 1882, four water storage cisterns were dug,
one behind each side of the square, and were filled with
rainwater off adjacent roofs. The water was to be used
only for fighting fires. The Department also built its
first fire station on the northwest corner of McKinney
and N. Locust Streets. This same year, voters approved
a tax levy to purchase a $6,500 La France Steam fire
engine. This coal burning machine was drawn by two
horses and could throw a stream of water about 150 feet
high. The new steam engine was the pride of the town.
The engine was named, in honor the fire Department’s
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founder and chief, the “W. J. Austin.” The purchase of
this equipment was probably in response to two costly
fires that occurred that same year along with dozens of
residences and private buildings that burned; one fire
damaged the north side of the west end of the square,
and the other fire broke out in the middle of the south
side of the square.
The Texas State Firemen’s Meeting was held
in Fort Worth in 1886, and Denton’s LaFrance steam
engine won first place in the hose stream contest by
throwing a stream of water 20 feet higher than the
lightning rods on the Tarrant County Courthouse. Later
that year, the steam engine also won first place in the
steamer class at the Dallas State Fair.
In 1890, the Department moved into its fourth
station. The city purchased a two story brick building
on the corner of West Oak and Bolivar and moved all
city offices and the jail to that building. The Denton Fire
Department was located on the ground floor. By 1891,
the steam engine was placed out of service and never
used again for firefighting, probably due to the high cost
of repairs. The Department purchased another hose cart
in 1892, which was used until 1913. The Department
utilized a high pressure pump, located on the city’s
water well, to pressurize the hydrant system and hoses
for firefighting. The fire department would continue to
use the water department to support firefighting efforts
until 1916.

By 1896, the Department had hired its first paid
member, William “Billy” Woods. He was hired to care
for and harness the horses, and drive the hose wagon.
He was considered on duty at all times. He was followed
by Hubbard Bates in the early 1900’s, who assisted with

the hook and ladder wagon. The pair would remain the
only paid members until the 1920’s.
On June 22, 1911, a fire ignited in the Craddock
building. The fire started in the R.B. Rich blacksmith
shop on Mulberry Street, spread to the Arkansas mill
on the corner of Mulberry Street and South Elm Street,
then to the Craddock Building and wagon yard on Elm
Street at Walnut Street. Denton firefighters struggled
to keep the fire from spreading to the south side of
the Square. Just when the fire was under control, one
of the Craddock building’s brick walls collapsed and
buried three firefighters. Joseph J. Turpin (30 years
old) and Ernest Bushey (16 years old) were killed.
Silas Grant, of the Normal Hose Company No. 1, was
severely injured and remained in serious condition for
weeks. These three men, along with Stanley White,
who was just far enough away to miss the falling debris
from the collapsed wall, had advanced to the rear of
the building to the fight the fire when the brick wall
collapsed. Firefighters and other citizens worked to get
the firefighters out of the debris.
In 1913, the Department began hiring college
students to supplement the fire department. The student
firefighters were paid a small salary and given room
and board at the fire stations. They were expected to
make all fire calls whenever they were not in class.
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crow bars. This truck was a demonstrator model that
was odd looking because the steering wheel was on the
right side. Then in 1919, a second motorized LaFrance
fire engine was purchased. This engine had a 600
gpm pumper, a 60 gallon chemical tank, 1,500 feet of
2 ½ inch hose, and carried 36 feet of ladders. With a
motorized chief’s car and a Dodge car that pulled the
hook and ladder wagon, the Denton Fire Department
had begun a new “motorized” chapter in its history.
In 1928, the fire station was relocated from the
corner of West Oak Street and Bolivar Street to the
recently completed City Hall building, located at 221
North Elm Street at the corner of McKinney Street.
The new building featured three bays facing McKinney
Street and one bay facing Cedar Street. The living
quarters were located behind the apparatus bays and
the kitchen was located in the basement. This same
year, the Texas State Firemen’s Association brought to
Denton over 2,000 firefighters from across the state for
lectures, training, and pumper races.

In 1930, the City of Denton built two substations. Station 2 was located at 1515 North Elm Street
and Station 3 was located at 117 Avenue B. They were
both built with living quarters for the station captain
and his family upstairs and a fire hall downstairs. More
In 1916, the Department purchased its first paid fire drivers and student firefighters were hired
motorized fire apparatus for $6,500—an American to staff the new stations. In 1935, the Department
LaFrance Model-12 triple combination pumper. The purchased a new Peter Pirsch ladder truck to replace
pumper had a six- cylinder 110-horsepower engine, the old American LaFrance apparatus.
750 gallons-per-minute (gpm) pump and a 40-gallon
In 1941, the Department voted to join the Texas
chemical tank. It also carried 1,200 feet of 2 ½ inch Firemen’s Relief and Retirement fund. Both paid and
hose, a 25 foot ladder, axes, pike poles, lanterns, and volunteer members were expected to pay into the fund.
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By 1942, so many of the fire departments members
were fighting in World War II that the Department of
Civil Defense hosted a course at the North Texas State
Teachers College (now the University of North Texas,
or UNT) to teach women how to fight fires. In 1949, the
Department became a civil service fire department. Tom
Robinson was hired as the first paid fire chief of Denton
replacing the volunteer chief, Floyd Graham. A twoplatoon system began where the firefighters worked 24hour shifts (one day on and one day off) with a “Kelly
day” or an occasional extra day off. Volunteers were
still utilized during firefighting operations.
In the 1950’s, the Department expanded with

corner of Sherman Drive and Kings Row, which is now
Station 4.
On June 14, 1967 at 8:41 p.m., a large fire was
reported at the Kimbell-Diamond Milling Co. at 406
East Oak Street. Student firefighter Kenneth Kramer
died when he was buried by a collapsed wall. Kramer
had joined the Department only 15 days prior to the fire.
The fire burned for more than 7 hours and completely
destroyed the mill. After Kramer’s death, the student
firefighter program ended and the remaining student
firefighters were transferred to Central Fire Station and
took over dispatching duties.
In 1970, in order to strengthen the manpower

the addition of more paid firefighters who operated out
of three fire stations. Located at Station 1, the Central
Station, was the chief’s office, two assistant chiefs that
worked alternating shifts, the fire marshal’s office, and
the dispatcher’s booth. The equipment housed at Central
Station was the chief’s car, the American LaFrance 750
gpm engine, a 1950 Chevrolet booster truck, a 1937
Chevrolet booster truck, and the 1935 Pirsch hook
and ladder truck. Each of the sub-stations housed an
American LaFrance pumper. November 15, 1957, the
Denton Fire Fighters Association (DFFA) was chartered
as Local 1291 of the International Association of Fire
Fighters with twelve members.
In 1964, the Department was forced to drop all
volunteer firefighters because the pension benefits could
not be raised if volunteers were Department members.
The volunteers agreed to step out, so the Denton Fire
Department, who had operated as a combination
Department of paid and volunteer members for almost
70 years, transitioned to a fully paid fire department.
Although, the volunteers would still help out when
needed. In 1966, a new sub-station was built on the

in the other stations, the City closed Station 2 at
1515 North Elm. Station 3 was built in 1971 at 1204
McCormick Drive at the corner of Avenue A and
Underwood to replace the old fire station located
on Avenue B. At this time, the Department had 45
firefighters. October 1, 1973, nine new rookies were
hired for the implementation of the three platoon shift
rotation, which consisted of the firefighters working
24 hour on-duty and then 48 hours off. In January of
1974, the Department placed into service an American

LaFrance snorkel truck with a 75 foot articulating boom.
It was the Department’s first aerial apparatus. In 1975,
while enroute to a grass fire, Engine 18 was crossing
University Drive when it was hit by another vehicle and
rolled onto its top. Only two of the five firefighters on
the engine were seriously injured and all would return
to full duty. In December of 1978, the Department hired
Darlene Johnson, Denton Fire Department’s first female
firefighter. Darlene remained with the Department for a
little less than a year. Also in 1978, Station 2 reopened at
the corner of East McKinney and Mockingbird Streets,
to better serve the eastern side of town.
In March of 1981, Central Fire Station moved
across the street to 217 West McKinney Street. The new
building housed both Operations and Administration
divisions. In June of 1985, Chief Gentry fell from a
third floor balcony while fighting fire and fractured
several vertebrae. Chief Gentry remained Denton’s fire
chief until his retirement in 1986, after 43 years in the
Department. He was replaced with John Lee Cook in
1987. Chief Cook came to Denton from the Conroe
Fire Department, where he also served as Chief. At this
time, the Department had 86 Operations personnel and
7 Administration and Prevention personnel. In 1988, the
fire department purchase the first two of three Peterbilt
commercial cab fire engines that were built in Denton.
The engines utilized the Peterbilt chassis with a general
body and 1500 gpm pumps.
In 1990, the Denton Fire Department built

4
Station 5 at the corner of North Bonnie Brae and West
Windsor Streets. Then in 1993, Station 6 opened on the
south side of town on Teasley Lane. No new firefighters
were hired to staff Station 6, so Central’s crews were sent
there and Central Fire Station became a ghost station.
On September 2, 1994, the west side of the Square once
again burned. The fire damaged four buildings and three
of those buildings were completely destroyed. Two
days later, another fire destroyed an abandoned mill at
the corner of Bell Place and East McKinney Street. Due
to pressure from citizens, DFFA, and city council, more
firefighters were hired, a new Simon/LTI 75 foot Quint
was purchased and Central Fire Station was re-opened
in 1996.
In April of 2000, Central Fire Station was
closed due to the presence of mold from ongoing water
problems in the station. The crews were temporarily
housed in the DFFA hall on Cedar Street until interim
quarters were established in the rear of 218 West Oak
Street. In October of 2000, Truck 1 was placed in service.
Truck 1 was an E-One 105’ Aluminum, Aerial Platform
with a 2000 gpm pump and it seated four firefighters
per shift. Truck 1 was the Department’s first dedicated
Truck Company in over 10 years. In May of 2003, a
new Central Fire Station was opened on the corner
of West Hickory and Bell Streets. In June of 2007,
Station 7 was opened on Vintage Blvd. to help cover
the southwestern part of the city. This “green” station
was built with an environmentally friendly design and
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materials. Station 7 began operation with one of two
2007 Pierce Dash 2000 gpm engines. In January 2008,
three more Pierce Dash 2000 gpm engines were placed
into service at Stations 2, 3, and 6. At this time, engine
companies operated at Stations 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, and 7 while
medic companies operated at Stations 2, 3, 5, and 6.
An E-One 75’ Quint operated at Station 5 and Truck 1
operated at Station 1.
In 2011, the Denton Airport along with Jet
Works Aviation Co. bought and donated an E-One
aircraft rescue and firefighter (ARFF) apparatus to the
Department. Originally stored at the Jet Works facility,
a small storage bay was built on the southeast corner of
the Airport to house the apparatus. The ARFF apparatus
was staffed as needed by the crew at Station 3. In October
of 2012, a new frontline medic was placed in service at
Station 1, which brought the total number of frontline
medics to five. In June of 2014, Chief Chadwick retired
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after 18 years with the Denton Fire Department. He was
replaced by Chief Robin Paulsgrove, a career firefighter
who started in Austin, Texas. In April of 2018, Chief
Paulsgrove retired after 3 years with the Denton Fire
Department. He was replaced by Chief Kenneth
Hedges, who has serve the City of Denton for 22
years. He has risen through the ranks to become chief
of the Denton Fire Department.
The Denton Fire Department opened it's Station
ruary of 2021. Currently the Denton
Fire Department employs (173) firefighters in the
Operations Division, (8) Administration employees,
and (11) Prevention employees. The Department
currently has eight fire stations that staff six Engines,
one Truck, one Quint, and eight medic companies.
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FORMER FIRE CHIEFS
William J. Austin
W.J. Lacy
Joe G. Mars
J.C. Vann
Jeff M. Massey
N.T. Hughes
L.L. Taylor
Ben A. Key
Richard Lee Bass
Henry Kane
W.L. Foreman
J. Ed Schmitz
Mac Richardson
J. Ed Schmitz
W.L. Foreman
H.B. Caddell
P.J. Beyette
R. Clarence Smith
Eugene Cook
Moriss Smith
Floyd Graham
Tom Robinson
Jack Gentry
Paul Reed
John Cook
Ross Chadwick
Robin Paulsgrove

1880 - 1881
1888 - 1890
1890 - 1891
1891 - 1892
1892 - 1894
1894 - 1895
1895 - 1896
1896 - 1897
1897 - 1899
1899 - 1900
1900 - 1901
1901 - 1902
1902 - 1903
1903 - 1907
1907 - 1910
1910 - 1911
1911 - 1917
1917 - 1927
1927 - 1948
1948 - 1949
1949 - 1950
1950 - 1958
1958 - 1986
1986 - 1987
1987 - 1995
1995 - 2014
2014 - 2018

Richard Lee Bass
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Eugene Cook
1927 - 1948
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